














The Currency of Christ: A Devotion Through Coins in the Bible

Ash Wednesday  
Matthew 10:26-31

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say
to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered,
proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body
in hell.² Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will
fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head
are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows.

Two Sparrows for a Penny Devotion by Jill J. Duffield:

The expanse of God’s knowledge and care, God’s power and love,
cannot be fathomed by those of us made in the divine image. We talk
about “compassion fatigue” and burn out, lacking emotional bandwidth,
or simply reaching the end of our rope in relationships and otherwise.
We project our own human limits on the triune God. Surely, we think,
God no longer hears the same prayer we have prayed for weeks if not
years. Surely, we imagine, God has bigger problems to tackle than ours
– be they health related, family dynamics, money stresses, or job woes.
This passage tells us otherwise. God cares deeply for us. So deeply, in
fact, that God accounts for every hair on our heads. As the psalmist
notes, every word we utter is known to God before we ever even speak
it, each of our days numbered, written in God’s book.

² https://biblehub.com/greek/1067.htm geenna: Gehenna, a valley W. and South of Jer., also a symbolic name
for the final place of punishment of the ungodly
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%CE%B3%CE%AD%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%BD%CE%B1 From the Biblical Hebrew
The Hinnom .(”hinnṓm, “Hinnom)  ִהּנֹם and (”gáyʾ, “valley)  ּגְַיא from ,(”gēhinnṓm, “the valley of Hinnom)  ּגֵיִהּנֹום
Valley was a valley on the southern border of Jerusalem where refuse and the bodies of people denied a proper
burial were burned. According to tradition, child sacrifices also took place in this valley. In most usages, this is
an allegorical reference to hell.
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Questions for Reflection

1.While we may not come close to Judas’ act of betrayal, in what ways
are you tempted to exchange your integrity for much less-valuable
commodities?

2.How do we participate in systems with our money that exploit others?
What can we do about such practices and systems?

3.What acts have you committed that you deeply regret? Take some time
to make amends as you are able and ask God for forgiveness, knowing
God is merciful. 

Prayer for the Day

We are not Judas, God. We would never betray Jesus for thirty pieces of
silver. We would never deny him, either. At least, this is what we tell
ourselves. Yet, when we are honest with ourselves and with you, we know
we do in fact sell our soul for a quarter, exchange the eternal for the
temporal, and fail to invest in the priceless relationship we are granted with
you through Christ’s sacrifice. Forgive us. Reveal to us what which we do.
Help us to recognize what is truly valuable and live accordingly. Amen.
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