
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pastor Nominating Committee Nominates 
 

 

The Reverend 

Marcella “Marci” Auld Glass 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



CALLED TO SERVE, 
CALLED TO CALVARY 
 
Dear fellow members, 
 
Your Pastor Nominating Committee is 
delighted to present Reverend Marcella 
“Marci” Auld Glass to be our next 
Pastor and Head of Staff at Calvary 
Presbyterian Church. When our team 
first started meeting 18 months ago, we 
hoped to conclude our search in under a 
year. We soon came to understand that 
we were on God’s timeline and not our 
own. Our search took us far and wide, 
through multiple time zones and to 
small and large cities. With the benefit of 
YouTube, Facebook and Zoom, we 
were able to consider hundreds of candidates and observe many sermons 
online, as well as have conversations with dozens of candidates. We spent 
considerable time with our final candidates in person in both their home 
communities as well as here in San Francisco, which fortunately occurred before 
shelter-in-place orders took hold. We found our top choice only one time zone 
away. 
 
As God was leading the PNC, God was also speaking to Reverend Glass, 
helping her to understand that she was ready for a new, bigger challenge. Marci 
is leaving the community that has helped raise her children and a warm, loving 
congregation in a booming Boise, Idaho. She has a passion for creating inspiring 
worship experiences, a belief in relational ministry as a building block for true 
fellowship, and a vision and hope for the church to be a transformative power 
in the world. 
 
Transitions are always difficult and the fact that we are finalizing our search in 
the midst of a global pandemic will no doubt add to this challenge. We are 
deeply encouraged by the gifts of leadership and ministry Marci Glass brings to 
our congregation and believe she will be an extraordinary shepherd for us as we 
travel the road to recovery and into our new normal. We believe that we are 
following God’s call and that Calvary’s best days still lie ahead. 
 
 
 
 

This has been an exciting and powerful journey to discern God’s call to our 
church for our next Pastor & Head of Staff. It was carried by prayers – yours 
and ours – and by the input and guidance provided through the Mission Study 
as well as the encouragement we received from all of you along the way. We are 
changed by the experience and look forward to welcoming Reverend Glass to 
our Calvary family. 
 
With grace and gratitude, 
Don Bear, Erin Dress, Jack Poindexter, Jennifer Gee (Chair), Kimberly Pate (Secretary), 
Louise Lowry, Susan McMane, Travis Pearson, Will Bondurant 
 

June 2020 

 
 



ABOUT MARCI 
 
Marci Auld Glass grew up in Spokane, Washington, where most of her family 
still lives. At college at Trinity University in San Antonio, TX, Marci says she 
sometimes felt like a foreign exchange student, but happily added “y’all” to her 
vocabulary. 
 
She is a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia, and 
currently serves on the Seminary’s Alumni Board. 
 
For the past 12 years, Marci has served as Pastor & Head of Staff at 
Southminster Presbyterian Church in Boise, Idaho, a 220-member congregation. 
Before moving to Boise, she served in Youth Director roles at churches in New 
Mexico and Washington state. 
 
She is the Co-Moderator of the Board of the Covenant Network of 
Presbyterians, and Moderator of Planned Parenthood’s Clergy Advocacy Board. 
She also serves on Columbia Theological Seminary’s Alumni Board and is 
concluding a six-year term on the Board of the Presbyterian Mission Agency 
later this summer. 
 
Marci blogs at Glass Overflowing and is among the contributors to the 
RevGalBlogPal book, “There’s a Woman in the Pulpit” (SkyLight Paths). She is 
also working on a memoir about her experience as an adopted child who was 
reunited with her birth family, and her experience as a birth mother. 
 
Marci has been studying the Enneagram for a number of years and now teaches 
it. She’ll be happy to offer a class on the Enneagram at Calvary. 
 
Marci is excited about the high-quality music program at Calvary. She is an 
occasional cellist and self-proclaimed terrible guitar player. She has also recently 
enjoyed taking voice lessons. 
 
Because of an old college football injury, Marci recently had her right knee 
replaced. Once she recovers, she hopes to return to her love of hiking, this time 
on trails around the Bay Area. When sports return to our lives, she will have no 
problem supporting the 49ers because of her childhood adoration of Joe 
Montana. However, it may take some work to make her a Giants or Golden 
State fan, but she’s willing to try! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marci met her husband, Justin, during college. He is a physician and the 
Program Director of the Family Medicine Residency of Idaho. They have two 
sons: Alden is in law school at Duke in North Carolina and will marry his 
fiancée Katrina in August 2021; and Elliott, a rising senior at Trinity University, 
where he is majoring in Geosciences. Marci also has an older son, Eric, who she 
placed for adoption when she was in college. He and his wife Ashley live in 
Dallas, TX, and Marci is grateful he’s been in her life all along. 
 

 
Marci and her family: 
 
TOP, from left: Katrina (fiancée to Alden), son Alden, 
husband Justin, Marci, and youngest son Elliott. 
 
RIGHT: Marci and her eldest son, Eric. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MARCI’S STATEMENT OF FAITH 
 
In the beginning was God. With her voice, she created the world, calling order 
out of chaos. With his hands, God then created us, in God’s very image. Our 
diversity reflects the expansive mystery of God—all genders, all colors, all 
political persuasions, and all sexualities—in all our particularities, we are 
declared good by our creator. 
 
Yet we do not always reflect the goodness of God in our treatment of each 
other, our treatment of the earth, and in our faithfulness to God. We build walls 
where we should put bridges. We pretend we don’t belong to each other. We 
ignore the cries of our planet, using the world as if we created it ourselves. 
Divine love has chased us all our days, and the love God has for their creation 
will never grow weary. God sends her prophets to point us back to her. God 
hears our cries and delivers us. What played out in the narrative of scripture 
plays out again today. We wander in wilderness of our own design, and God 
guides us toward promise and hope. In the story of Scripture, we find God’s 
living Word in the stories written about God by our ancestors in faith. God 
speaks to us anew whenever we tell God’s stories, wrestle through our own 
stories, recognize ourselves in the divine story, and trust God is in the midst of 
other people’s stories. 
 
In the fullness of time, God sent his Son to show us how to love, how to be 
vulnerable in the face of power, and how to speak powerfully in the defense of 
the vulnerable. Jesus transformed the way we understand what it means to be 
human and what it means to be God. Jesus loved us beyond death. He died on 
the cross, tearing down the walls that divide us, even walls that would tell us 
death has the final word in our lives. 
 
In baptism, we are joined with Jesus in his baptism. And at his baptism, God 
shredded the heavens apart and yelled out ‘you are my beloved child. In you, I 
am well pleased’. Because of the gift of grace we receive in being adopted into 
the family of God at baptism, we are freed to shred apart any divisions that 
keep people from hearing the message of being God’s beloved children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our call as the church is to help people hear God’s voice calling them 
‘beloved’. 
 
The Holy Spirit moved across the waters of creation at the beginning, and the 
Holy Spirit moves across the chaos of our lives today, sent by God, as part of 
God, to push us beyond our boundaries, to call us back to Love, and to comfort 
us in hope. At the Table, beauty is made out of brokenness. We are offered 
bread, broken, and a cup, poured out. And we remember Christ’s body, broken, 
his life poured out. And we acknowledge the call for our own hearts, to be 
broken, and our own lives, to be poured out to feed and nourish a hungry and 
broken world. The Table is the place where everyone is safe, but nobody is 
comfortable. The Table is where we recognize each other in our brokenness, 
make space beside us, and say, ‘come, sit next to me. There’s room for each of 
you, and all of who you are at this Table.’ 
 
 

 

Marci joined by a fellow clergy member supporting Pride Day in the local parade. 
Advocating for social justice is one of the pillars of her calling to serve the church and the 
greater community. 

 
 


